A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
the chief in the back, and proceeded to follow out their secret
orders—which were to murder every man under seventy years
of age; to these in their zeal the soldiers added certain women
and children. Some escaped, but through no fault of William's
soldiers.
The Trouble with Marlborough. Of William's many
troubles, due to his ignorance of the English people, to his
morose character, and to the uncertainty of the support he
received, the worst was Marlborough. Indeed, one might write
the history of the twenty years following, from 1692, more
significantly in terms of Marlborough than either of William or
of the two Stuart Princesses, for it is Marlborough's sense of
his own genius, his desire to govern, his lack of scruple, and
his great victories abroad which are, on the political side, the
mark of the time.
Marlborough was a man much in the public eye; very hand-
some, widely admired, and already known to be of competence
in military affairs. He had been the principal agent in getting
rid of James II, and the principal traitor in the betrayal of that
old master, friend, and patron of his. Marlborough alone had
dared to entrap James in the Warminster proposal which, if he
had accepted it, would have presumably ended in his death.
Marlborough would certainly be ready to make a second betrayal
if he found it desirable and to treat William as he had treated
James: hence the acute anxiety in which William stood in face
of Marlborough.
Now, the great opportunity which Marlborough had was the
hold of his wife over the Princess Anne. Both the Stuart
Princesses had been remarkable for the intensity of their female
friendships, and the control exercised by Lady Marlborough
over Anne was extraordinary. But there was a quarrel between
Anne and her sister Mary; it was partly jealous rivalry, but it
was also mixed up with Anne's lingering feeling in favour of
her father and half-brother; she was persuaded to a half-
reconciliation with James; she wrote him penitent letters, and
never wholly accepted the usurpation of her brother-in-law.
This quarrel Marlborough, through his wife, fomented, and he
also did everything possible to have the Dutch soldiers of
William sent away. The intrigue grew violent and dangerous;
William's inseparable and too close companion, the Dutchman
Bentinck, got wind of something like a regular plot, and on
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